THE  JUNK  BOX 
MICH  TAMS 


An  Interim  Newsletter  -  November  1979 


As  we  approach  a  new  decade,  all  collectors  should  do  so  with  a 
feeling  of  great  anticipation  and  joy.  Even  as  last  year  was  better 

than  the  one  before,  the  exonumist  looks  forward  to  new  experiences, 
new  finds  and  new  friends  in  the  new  year. 

Members  of  MICH- TAMS  are  faced  with  a  challenge  besides  the 
expected  anticipation  of  new  experiences.  We  have  lost  our  ’Junk  Box’ 
editor  through  resignation  -  nothing  unfortunate  has  occurred  to  him? 
he  has  simply  moved  into  another  employment  situation.  This  short 
newsletter,  my  first  and  last  one  as  interim  editor,  was  meant  simply 
to  bridge  the  gap  between  our  last  ’Junk  Box’  journal  and  the  next 
one,  set  tentatively  for  January. 

This  ’issue’  may  well  be  the  most  important  one  ever  produced 
since  our  group  was  established  in  1965 •  Never  in  our  short  history 
has  our  ’club’  had  more  money  and  fewer  willing  workers.  This  is  a 
critical  time  -  our  group  has  one  foot  in  the  grave?  While  there  was 
a  good  turn-out  at  the  Summer  picnic,  there  has  been  and  continues  to 
be  a  dearth  of  helping  hands.  Get  involved.? 

I  wish  we  could  somehow  learn  the  secret  of  The  Western  States 
Token  Society.  Here  is  an  active  group,  led  by  active  and  dedicated 
collectors.  And  I-K-0  Tams  -  a  new  group  -  could  certainly  show  us 
a  few  tricks?  Let’s  bring  some  ideas  to  the  MICH- TAMS  meeting  at  the 
M.S.N.S.  convention  this  month  and  discuss  them? 


Items  MICH- TAMS  meeting  Nov.  25,  Sunday,  at  11:00  a.m. ,  Hyatt-Regency 
hotel.  No  other  meeting  will  follow  so  we  will  have  plenty  of 
time  for  a  meeting  and  trading. 

Item:  As  our  president,  Chester  Clark,  and  his  wife  are  in  the 

Australia-New  Zealand  area  right  now,  vice  president  Melvin 
Reiter  will  handle  the  business  meeting. 

Item:  One  important  matter  of  business  is  one  of  proposed  changes  to 

the  Constitution.  This  will  be  finalized,  by  vote  at  this  meeting. 

Items  Fred  Smith  produced  seven  issues  of  the  ’JunkBox’  as  Editor 
and.  the  thanks  and.  gratitude  of  all  the  MICH- TAMS  members  go 
out  to  him. 

Items  An  alternative  to  the  summer  picnic  needs  to  be  discussed. 

Because  of  general  lack  of  financial  support  of  the  last  picnic, 
it  appears  very  unlikely  it  will  be  repeated.  Our  suggestion 
is  that  an  exonumia  show  and  meeting  may  be  a  viable  alternative, 
with  the  ’dealers’  contributing  a  bigger  proportion  to  the 
expenses . 


Item:  Ed  Bawden  and  Jim  Krucki  have  been  commissioned  to  produce 

the  definitive  reference  on  Michigan  Commemorative  medals  and 
tokens.  They  are  expected  to  have  their  volume  ready  for 
release  at  the  time  of  the  Spring  M.S.M.S.  and  MICH- TAMS  meeting 

Items  A  new  Board  Member  needs  to  be  elected  at  this  meeting.  Have 
someone  in  mind? 

Items  For  reasons  we  will  not  go  into,  no  awards  have  been  secured 
for  this  Fall  show.  However,  per  'legislation’  already 
passed,  we  shall  delegate  awards  to  the  best  three  token  or 
medal  exhibits  by  MICH- TAMS  members.  I  shall  appoint  three 
non-exhibiting  members  to  judge  the  exhibits  and  we  will 
announce  the  winners  at  our  Sunday  meeting  and  send  out 
appropriate  awards  later. 

Items  We  do  need  a  new  editor  of  the  ’Junk  Box’.  I  have  contacted 

personally  everyone  I  know  who  has  some  journalistic  experience 
but  we  have  come  up  empty  handed.0  This  is  a  critical  position 
and  it  needs  to  be  filled  now 1  Let  Mel  Reiter  or  Chester  Clark 
know  if  you  have  someone  in  mind  to  speak  to.  Do  it  today  5 


Paul  Cunningham 


